
Family Table Talk
How can we create space in our lives to listen to God’s 
voice this week? What practices can we adopt to be more 
attentive to His guidance?

Why is it important to love God above all else?

 LINK to 2021 building faith 
pages

 
The readings for the Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time focus on 
the importance of love—specifically, loving God and our 
neighbors. In the Gospel, Jesus is asked which commandment is 
the greatest. He responds by quoting the Shema, a central prayer 
in Judaism, which says to love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, soul, and strength (Deuteronomy 6:5). He then adds that 
we should love our neighbor as ourselves (Leviticus 19:18). The 
term "Shema" comes from the Hebrew word "שְׁמַע," which means 
"hear" or "listen." The Shema is a call to listen to God's 
commandments and to live in a way that reflects that love and 
devotion. The point Jesus is making is that love is at the heart of 
our relationship with God and with others. He emphasizes that 
loving God completely—mind, heart, and strength—should be 
our top priority. This love should also extend to how we treat 
those around us. Jesus combines the Shema with the command 
to love our neighbor to teach that true faith is not just about 
loving God in a personal way, but also about how we live that love 
out in our interactions with others. This holistic view of love is 
central to being a follower of Christ.

For families, this means that every day, we should strive to show 
our love for God through our actions, prayers, and how we treat 
each other and those in our community. It’s a reminder that love 
is not just a feeling but something we actively do. By loving God 
and our neighbors, we fulfill the greatest commandments and 
live out our faith in a meaningful way.

November 3, 2024                        
         Thirty-first  Sunday in Ordinary Time                       

Receive a full page of family faith builders each week as a 
PDF to view or download! Join the mailing list here: 
bit.ly/Build-Faith-At-Home-Email

1st Reading - Dt 6:2-6
Responsorial Psalm - Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51
Second Reading - Heb 7:23-28
Gospel - Mk 12:28b-34

Take a nature walk and pray 
with St. Kateri.  Collect sticks 
to make your own cross. Pray 
for all creation as Respect 
Month continues.

Catholic-link.org  - How To Hear God When 
(You Think) He Is Being Silent  (Adult Faith 
Builder)
catholicicing.com  - All Saints Costumes All 
Saints’ Day Costumes - or for Halloween!  
(Kids Faith Builder)
Drive.google.com  - Coloring Sheet for Mark 
12:30  (All Ages Faith Builder)
lifeteen.com  - The Secret to  Love Your 
Neighbor  (Teens Faith Builder) 
YouTube - Love your Neighbor BackPack Tags  
(Kids Faith Builder)

November

St. Charles Borromeo - November 4
Patron saint of Bishops, catechists, cardinals, 
seminarians and spiritual leaders.
“Prayer is the beginning, the progress 
and the complement of all virtues”.                                                          
                              - Charles Borromeo

31st  Sunday in Ordinary Time
Move along with this fun video!

bit.ly/Love-the-Lord

Download our activity sheet 
to color and learn the Scripture verse.

bit.ly/Activity-Sheet-31B

https://catholiccuisine.blogspot.com/search?q=Charles+Borromeo+ 
 St. Charles Borromeo (November 4 on the General Roman Calendar and November 5 on 
Traditional Calendar). St. Charles is the patron of apple orchards so has a special 
connection for anything apple in feast day celebrations.

 Ideas for celebrating The month of Holy Souls
Gather pictures of deceased family members. Share stories and pray for them. 
 Visit a cemetery to honor the dead.  
 Make a Votive Candle with names of deceased family and friends.
 Add names of deceased friends and family to the “Book of Remembrance” during the 
month of November at your parish.

Just for family fun ….

November 5th is National Donut Day ….

“Life without Jesus is like a donut, ‘cause there’s a hole in the middle of my heart!”

           Listen to this fun song from the “Donut Man and enjoy a donut  today!” bit.ly/Donut-Song

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1J4GWFeU0KF8VXFHdki4U-fdzwnrXBlWNFuU66loQyXw/edit#slide=id.g9e41a75f3e_1_15
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1BElgN3jyNQhuj6t_d0GRcRzWoNQkUJ51ZoBTw7_AGSQ/edit#slide=id.gb764e05521_0_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1BElgN3jyNQhuj6t_d0GRcRzWoNQkUJ51ZoBTw7_AGSQ/edit#slide=id.gb764e05521_0_0
http://bit.ly/Build-Faith-At-Home-Email
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/110324.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/110324.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/110324.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/110324.cfm
https://catholic-link.org/how-to-hear-god-when-you-think-he-is-being-silent/
https://www.catholicicing.com/all-saints-day-costume-ideas/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z_eyvTdpcsamyv0-QGwJpLyF3MhjvrDh/view?usp=sharing
https://lifeteen.com/blog/the-secret-to-loving-your-neighbor-love-notes-mark-1231/
https://youtu.be/SHQQsvdsXa4
http://bit.ly/Love-the-Lord
http://bit.ly/Activity-Sheet-31B
https://catholiccuisine.blogspot.com/search?q=Charles+Borromeo+
http://bit.ly/Donut-Song


Season of Creation: September 1 - October 4

“

”

Adult Faith Builders
Papal writings on the Rosary

During this month of the Rosary, and in celebrating 
the  Memorial of our Lady of the Rosary, take a few 
minutes to explore and read our Church documents.  
These beautiful writings give additional 
understanding to this devotion.

https://www.teachingcatholickids.co
m/add-some-smells-and-bells-to-yo
ur-family-prayer/

Saint Quiz -Teens and Adults
https://www.catholicplayground.com/which-20th-
century-saint-are-you/

https://www.proprofs.com/quiz-school/story.php?
title=mtmwndc4ngtclv

Family Challenge:
How can we incorporate prayer into our 
daily routine to help us stay connected to 
God and His message? What specific 
intentions can we pray for this week?

VOCATION AWARENESS WEEK
NOVEMBER 3 - 9

The Shema is important to faith and the relationship between God 
and people because it emphasizes the need to listen to God and 
respond to His call. The first full week of November is National 
Vocation Awareness Week. Vocation Awareness Week invites 
individuals to reflect on how they can embody this love in their 
unique callings.

Take time this week to ask God how he is calling you to serve his 
Church. Also, pray for those discerning the priesthood, diaconate, 
and consecrated life.

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholi
c-resources/scripture-and-tradition/
catholic-living/called-by-god/

Prayer for Vocations
Loving and Generous God,

it is you who call us by name
and ask us to follow you.

Help us to grow in the love
and service of our Church
as we experience it today.

Give us the energy and courage
of your Spirit

to shape its future
Grant us faith-filled leaders

who will embrace Christ's mission
of love and justice.

Bless our domestic Church and larger 
community

by raising up dedicated and generous leaders
from our families and friends

who will serve your people as Sisters,
Priests, Brothers, Deacons and Lay Ministers

through marriage or the single life.
Inspire us to know you better

and open our hearts
to hear your call.

We ask this through our Lord.
Amen.

“Vocare” Latin for “to call…” 
              …How is God calling you?
                                       How do you hear God’s call? 

November 4: Memorial of Saint Charles Borromeo, bishop
St. Charles Borromeo is the patron saint of Catechists &  Seminarians.  Send words of 
encouragement or thanks to the catechists in your parish.  Pray for our seminarians or 
send cards of encouragement: https://vocations-syracuse.org/our-seminarians/

Food, Fun, Family Traditions, Etc.
Snacking with the Saint Charles Borromeo 
Since St. Charles Borromeo is patron of apple 
orchards among other things, enjoy an 
apple-related snack such as Apple Crisp, Apple 
Muffins or Spiced Apple Cider, or simply sprinkle 
cinnamon on apple slices!
Feed the Hungry: St. Charles Borromeo was 
known for feeding the hungry and caring for the 
sick. Donate to a pantry, visit someone who is sick, 
or make a meal for someone in need. This is also a 
way to live out this week’s Gospel…love your 
neighbor.
Offer Prayers: St. Charles Borromeo is patron to 
bishops, cardinals, seminarians, and spiritual 
leaders among others. Offer special prayers that 
priests, religious, and teachers of the faith at your 
parish.

https://www.catholicplayground.com/which-20th-century-saint-are-you/
https://www.catholicplayground.com/which-20th-century-saint-are-you/
https://www.proprofs.com/quiz-school/story.php?title=mtmwndc4ngtclv
https://www.proprofs.com/quiz-school/story.php?title=mtmwndc4ngtclv
https://vocations-syracuse.org/our-seminarians/



